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forward was taken by the formation of a South-East Asia Com-
mand with Mountbatten as Supreme Commander and Stilwell
as Deputy Chief. Operation Capital for the recovery of Burma
was then worked out on the lines of the existing plan, though on
a much larger scale. At the end of the year a second attempt on
northern Arakan was made, but it was stopped by a Japanese
counter-attack early in 1944. Meanwhile the Japanese had begun
to realize that the Allies were making formidable preparations
for a large-scale invasion of Burma. To disrupt this they
launched a great attack on Manipur and Assam in March of
1944. Their first objective was Imphal, the capture of which
would afford them a stepping-off ground for an invasion of
Bengal. They hoped also in this way to isolate Stilwell, who was
poised in the far north for his drive against Myitkyina, and
to render fruitless any second attempt by Wingate's Chindits
to operate in the interior.
The attack on Manipur began early in March while Stilwell
was moving towards the Hukawng Valley. At almost the same
time Wingate led a far more powerful expedition, this time
airborne, which sought to paralyse Japanese resistance to
StilwelTs advance. For some months the situation was critical,
with the Japanese besieging Imphal and striking at Kohima in
a desperate attempt to reach Dimapur Junction on the Assam
railway, along which most of Stilwell's supplies had to pass.
It was a veritable bloodbath. By the end of June, however,
the Japanese were firmly held, and the road from Kohima to
Imphal had been cleared. This was the turn of the tide. Inside
northern Burma StilwelTs group with the co-operation of the
Chindits was relentlessly pressing towards Myitkyina which fell
at the end of August. Unfortunately Wingate, the brilliant
leader of the Chindits, lost his life in an air accident early in the
campaign, and Stilwell, through differences with Chiang
Kai-shek, was relieved of his command after the fall of
Myitkyina. But by this time the Japanese were in disorderly
retreat from Imphal, and the Allied invasion of central Burma
was about to begin in earnest.
The cold season of 1944 saw a third Arakan campaign,
which cleared the Japanese from the Kaladan Valley and the
Mayu peninsula. Then in January 1945 landings from the sea